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PRXFACE 

The following study of German. operations against the Allied 
beachhead at Anzio, from 2~ January to 31 Yay 1944, is based on 
the available journals and records of the German Tenth a&Four- 
teenth Armies. It. should be noted that the facts and opinions 
expressed in‘the text reflect'; the German point of view, all skate- 
merits on Allied trooc strength, are German estimates. i 

Records of the German Air Force were not available, tkee- 
fare the details of 
included. 

airacticn against the bezzchheaj has not been 

The expressions. tanks, ar:aored, (?anaer), light zckoriaed 
i.nfantry, (Jager), a&armored infantry, (Fapzer Grenadier), 
hsve been left in the German for pnrzoses of clarification. 
German~tactical spbols, for Ge--:ar: units, have ;>eon used on a11 
maps; a brief glcssar-F of symbols ?.Ll be foun!!. at the an1 of 
t.nis Fublication. 

The enclosed P?R?S of the Anzio area ?re 015 e4it#iocs, and 
CO :;ot. iq?_clv.:?e ne77iy :onstructod. habitations an:? roads. Grid 
coor ‘i,::ates ir. th? text, refer tc -Tan of Italy, sheet 158 (Littorie), 
GSGS L.164 seccnd edition, 1943, ; scsle 1: 100 , !C 20 . 
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ILXCRCNJCTI~N TO THE 3X0 C,;::IP.JGK 

Italy's capitulation on 9 September 1943, and the resulting 
surrender of the Italian ,;rmed Forees gave rise to man,y problems 
for the Gcrnsn High Command. 
of ho!?; WC!: 

Chief among these yes the question 
territory the German High ComF,and should strive to 

hold, i.e., at nhct point the Allied offensive would h?ve to be 
h?*itad, The surprise landings on the %rie" of Italy and at 
Scilernc, coupled vith rapid ;ldvances, le1 to the fall of the large 
EfrbFses, such as Fogria. This left the High Commrr!,.I nith th2 
Imrofo7,ci. $7 s'< cf securing the PO Basin :vith its great politic&, 
economic, ~n:i military si-nificance, as ~11. as the ~olitic~~lly 
in?or-ten-i, region rf Rome. A line of defense had to Se astcblished 
in the mountains of centrel Italy. Ho:? far to the south it 
nould be established aoul,i .i.epend upon C,he availability af trooos. - 
iEoT::ever, due to the number, con-lition, %nd ,listrl.bution of Ga>rrna n ., 
~roops;~t the time, 'rn advnntcgecus realization of this task was not 

‘hl 

In southern Italy, rfarshal Kesselring, the Conaa~F3~' in 
iJ"lief South, commcnd~d. eight ,Jividions, mostly motorize,? or 
i mlore 2, which rrere fighting ooposite seventeen Llle.3 .livisions. 
' nr,rtion of these <German units 'n?d co,me from ,,fric.a c,nJ he.3 net 

F,t been brought ?xck to flxl.1 strangth; tha other part cc.isisteLl 
of reactivated divisions from.th eastr;rn frcnt, Thesli forces 
ha..: also been T..r+akcn& durt;:g -tbnJ 
1tr1y. 

IvAr r&tre*t through south:;rn 
Therefore, they co&:. not, be:exp:cteA to ostcblish :. firm 

defense iine, if the .A1liZs should continue their concantr:ted 
cffensive to the Xorth, 

liorthern Italy :IFS occucled by Amy Group B un&r the comxnd 
of Uarshal RC 3el. This .',rmy ifrr,-up comprised thirteen il:~isions, 
yrhich had :rrived in Italy shortly? b%:fort: or dur!::~ th,: c=',itnlo- 
tion. These units wore, for th& most part, reorganized or-re- 
;.ctivatod. divisions from the Ecstorn front. Due to the im- 
m;bllit;r of thasc unit:, rn': the l?ck cf e-uip~nt, they -;fere not 
~suitabie for comb t 4uty tn the south, fs long ss the fro It h-d 
not becox stabilizel. 

The Coewn-ler in Chisf South ws directot to fight ~71 
initial delaying action -5th the forces ~,vril.::?i.:: t.? him. .; P ,qy 
Gmq E '-'as kd't ill noAh.rn Italy to secure the coas%, ?nl to 
-:.evotn i+,self 9 th<: fortfficntiT)n of thonorthern %:?c,l.nirss 
in case of I: ray)i~l loss of ccntr-!l Ital;r, 
PCtdXl-, 

In th:; b@.nni:n,n of 
th: Ccmacn+cr 

thin 'ii-ne of 
in Chic,f South succee-!e-! in establishing a 

resigt,snce from Yrplos ti: Tern.oli, CP 10 Gstober 
1947, th:, Germa? Hi.gh Commr! -4 orLre1 Lh? COPYP? tzr i-1 %iof 
South to cor,tinue these tcctJics u -t,c the line, Gr,ot~ to Ortonr,, 
m-l to mrtk-3 ii 
(3 ;:rnh7:rd 

stanr: in this ri Ivc:nt:geous mountsin position 
cr GTxrt,-v position). To bols'trr his forc::s, t;:o i,rl- 

faxtry divisions of Lrmy Group E x:!;re transfarrel to Cyhi: Gem- 
maxier in Chief South. Simult?~oousl;v, hti --:a~ ch:rgV ? -:;ith thi? 
task cf sel-,uring the coast in tno region of Rome. .%xy Grcuy B 
xx or,.!orc i to pacify its zone -,z-inst partisan nctivitios, tis- 
p&d+ the Istrir,n peninsula, an:1 
coestnl 

TV set up s+uronzpcl!.ts for 
sLxurity. For tkesz tasks, n3:wL divisio.:s 5x0 left r.t 

ths disposal cf Army Group B; tw:-> r:lf its .;ivisions hving be ,n 
trcnsferrcd tc the Comm?an~:~~r in Shinf Soutii, :-,nI t,wo to the .4 
Eastern Front, Thurs norm, constant thr;-ts of '11 .,1X,, : invr-sio!: 
i:i central Italy, -hioh .ould bring the front ir: southern itsly 
to c stab3 of ccllcps . T kc rsfo;-s, .-my Group P :as or r; '. ';c 
coxolidnte an Aponnine :;~~.f~nsive line, s-,~t> of ::clcgnr, I 2,: to 
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meke prepnr9 tions for its ocwpation. 

Until the en-1 of November, the sitxaticn l;ras furthw stabilie- 
'; '. ̂I. O:? ~1 Yovember 1943, ?arshEl Kessal~lng 2cquire! th:: title 

Comm&n.?a in Chief South-:Jast, .m+. took over comxn1 of the ;ntiro 
Itdien theater, Thz Conm:::l&r in Chid Sou';%;Jsst YES rcspcnsiblc 
for cl1 nilitnry nction in ItF#ly, The ;4igh Co~xnt-l of Arrr.x.- Group 
C, WES ;ctivnted to assume chage over all the .,rmy units rc;:Jpi;:- 
ing in Itxly, ?nd constitudxl the staff for the Cocrmi 13x. in Chief 
Southwest, It did not cornn-,n:! thz Navy nn .;ir Force, but con- 
trolL2. units of the ,:ir 2orc; fighting ox lc.n:l, c~nz ~5s c!irrgc-1 
Vi th c!mi:xi.strntio.i in thr, zone of opsretions. Boxel 2:a-r 5hc 
High Co:i-?:.r:M1 of .+r:z$T Group B nes shlftcd tc Frexc. 

~~on!??n&s-: Genorol van Vlctird~of? 6 z 
Chief of Stqff: Colonel Ysntadl, GSC 

.:X-c-?: Cantrrl Italy 
Units: 14th .lrr,ore2 Corps 

76th .'znore? Ccrps 
Ten -!ivisions 

Con?:r,ier* ‘ .I 
Chid of Stcffl 

den: 
units: 

OpeT&tiOilCl Zoms: 

7 . thr; Gernpn occup:~~; --x-t of Italy shril not b; 
trc?.t.::~ ?.S 'nntiyv tr:rritor;J, but RS R friani:ly 
country; 
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‘0. end, the authority and inc?cpcnd<nce of the Italian 
(Republican) government shall be established and 
maintained. 

,2. In this spirit, the 'zone of operations shall,be confined 
to an area, of 35 miles,,behind the front in central Italy,; 
and to the frontier,eeg,ions in the 3iorth vhere the lines 
of communication to France and Ger<any must be protected. 

The remainder of the- country will be adainiatered by ,the 
Itclian Government. Zones of operations at the coast 

" have boon designated, but only at the timo of an cn':Kv 
landing ail1 tho'German Armed Forces tEke ova tho c&d- 
ministr~tion.from~the Italians. 

, : .._ 

A Plenipotentiary Roprcscntativo.fpr the German Arncd 
Forcos,in Italy (General of the Infantry Toussnint) is 
appointed for the territory atdlinistcred by, tho Ita:li:.n 
govcrnricnt; He is directly subordinate to the Gormsn 
Arnod Forces High Co~:rlr.nJ. His main task& 'are: 

a. to represent the interests of the German Armed 
Forces with the Italian government, and insure 
that their 'demcnds arc carried through by the 
Italian government or its subor.:‘inatd authoritiesj 

b. and to land suppo,rt to tho.Itslian government csd 
its authoj5ties;as fr.r as nticbss~y, in the cxc- 
cution of governmental m.,?asuroa &nd in their rolc:tions 
with the German troops. 

3. The dcfcnse of the linc'Gact~-Orton~ hrs c. d&,sivo sig- 
nificance in the continuction of the-common struggle. 
Vith the loss of Rome, Italy':;:ould cease to be a bel- 
ligerent count,ry on th!: side of the Asis. Consequontljr, 
all auxilicry forces of the c:ountry hcvc to be mobilized 
to prot.>ct the deep f Lnks -nd long shorclinos, in order 
to free the G(Jrmrn forces ;ts much cs possible for sm~loy- 
mont nt the front. Units of the Army, the N,?vy, snd the 
hir Force r?re to utllizc It~lion voluntcors withcut rc- 
strictions. 

4. The rcnctiv?tio:: c,f inrg!z Itrlion for>l:.tions is to bc 
cprricd out in :r-?y Training Cont.-rs outs?.% of Itrly. 

Tho outstanding ccnsidcr-tion V.S the ?ppr.ront sncll number 
of G<,rmqn troops in Itr:ly, and t3.c relr.ti.vc cquc:litv in strtingth 
between the Tenth rnd the Fourteenth *,,rmios. Trcticslly, this 
W.S net to be expected, but there %r& s-tivokal rc-r!sons for such 
distribution. Ecccusc of events in the East, and the necessity 
to prepare againat an invasion'in the Yiest, the German High 
Command was in no position to substantially strengthen the forces 
in Italy. The uncertainty regarding new Allied landin;<s, the 
political unrest, and the resistance movement in northern Italy, 
forced the High Commend to ,!eave a l?.rge number of nvr!iloble 
forces in northern Italy. Therefore, until the Allied invasion 
of Normandy, only two divisions were assigned to the Fourteenth 
Army. Its other components were made-up from divisions in rdst 
or reactivated divisions, from training 
and numerous, smaller form::%io:ls, namely, 

Pnd replncement units', 
fortr:ss battalions, 

security battalions, etc. As soon: as ? division of the Four- 
teenth Army reached full combat strength, it mns assigned to the 
Tenth Army and cxchpnged for 7 bcttla-no,?ry division. This'lecd 
to a constant cxchcnge 'of units &&..ecn th;: two zrmics, and 
en>blcd the GermF:ns to continue the def-nsc rt the front with 
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rcl2tivsly few livisions. On the: o%&r hen!, this ~zcc::2ure yut 
T- hwvy 1c.r.l CAM the; comunictiticns syst.::: in ISly, :-which hc,i 
i.-<rn gre.tly iilcr-pecitct.d by ..llic. ! r.ir -?.t?cks i"s -x11 23 s1c7- 
ing up the &f:nsc? p;;':,parntir.ns' slo'ne th .coasts. Under these 
circumstances, the: Fpurtc:;.,nth .-my :7rs force,: 'tl- Ect .ns T' rdser- 
voir cf fclrcos I',-r th; frcnt. It slsc hF,3 tc cmry od its 
:!issipn of fortifyitig th c,?~st -:i?-1 pp&f~yi-g thd country :-5th 
ye& F-I-L?. untmini; i units. 
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northcrn Itsly.were decidedly weakensd. 

The unfFIvorzble results of continuous emergencies ?t the front 
norc plr,inly revealed by tho sitwtion in the sector west of Rome. 
,i lending in the: rear of the Tenth Army in support of thd cffonsivo 
rt the. front, hcl :.lwoys becn considere; 5 possibility. Therefore, 
the task of socuring the coast neF:r Rome h-..?. .: spcci~l significnncc. 
The FourteVnth Army cou1.1 not assume this aldition31 Fssignment, ,L 
further 1;lo-:kening of northern Italy wx not d!trod, inrsmuch cs thz 
Gorn-n High Comnnn: nas uncortcin c.bout the int::nticns of the I;liii;s, 
such 5s lrndin$s at Rome, Gulf of Genoa, nn! Istria. Ls 5 result, 
troops from the Tenth A-my were user! to secure the co2stnl so&or 
nonr Rome. This nrcn ws comn~ndc.3. by the Is-i ;‘rrc.chutc Corps opcr- 
nting' 4irl;ctly un'or the Army,Group. 

Existing :?ocumonts, of the Army Grcup -'nrl of tho T,znth ;&rTy, 
rovc:led thi: ccnstcnt conflict bct'.Je<?n the ?i:-lrn'.s cf the ..rlny for 
rci.nfnrcements o-t the front an? the nsccjssfty nf win+ining F: strong 
0ccupPticn forw along t,hi, copst in th,-: Row s,:c-tar. 

Since no "ivision, ,fit for c-:nbrt, coul i bc spcrc 1 from the 
front, only bpttlc-T?c?kZvlo". units r-ore .empl~:\rn.~ iv . I tho Rona sector. 

- .t t'?e begi.nning of Ncvember, aith the nggrhwtion of th,? situction 
-t the front, merely one -division wul! be .relenscI pt 5 tile. 
Lfter 7 short rest perinl nu%r Rome; the 'division ~oull bo s:nt 
bqck to the front, Tho continurl flon of units th-,t ensuel!, cruse: 
lefensivti preprrstions 5long the coast tc be nog1:ct.e.I, *t the 

tile c,f the Lnzio lw 'ings. 

The offonsiv; rtctivitios of the .L1lios sl-ck,no'.. .it the be- 
ginning nf the naw yaer, th3 Tenth .:r?y plcnn,: ! 7 rsgrf?uping, in 
orler to ruqt cxhr,usto L livisions pnc: tc 'strongthen corstrl Icf,nsos 
in its iircc. 
y;:: " (HC) 

It Yss pL?nn,, j to retire th2 PTnz?r Division 43ormr,nn 
qn 1 the &th Prnzer Gr,:nn icr D$visic,n from the C;.ssinc 

The 4th Prnzor Grenc. .ixr Division YYLS to b\, CssiJne j tp the 
corst;:l sectr,r ct Ro:-ic, tc- r.:pl..~c:: thz 3 : P-r?nzcr G&nc: !ier Xvision. 
The latter WRS to bo trsnsforr:,? to the .; Matic sector on the loft 
flnnk of the Tenth Army, -.Thure the 90th Pcnzor Grcn- .i.:r Xvision 
was to bo rclicvc I for cnplcy-ii-at in the coFst‘-.l sect r, Poscara- 
Gncon:., rn2 tho ,&h PnnzGr Division rs s reserve behind tho front. 
The require;:cnts of this sch; it: coul: wt .bo net b,c=:uso nc:y:: :.ttzcks 
by the LlliGs c:t C-ssinc sn1 on the Adric;tic cs r.st tie !-up ,tho 
Gcrmr:n forces SC th-,t only the Panzer Division Y2crmr.n Gorii,jg (1 
and the 90th Prlnzer Gr..nc !i;r I:ivisic,n cc-,ul 1 b: r-e-:-ve-: fin their 
respective soctr:rs. Cons;quently, 2 l?rgs ,p?rt 9-f th2 3": PFnz2r 
GronacYer Divisic-n remnrine ' in the regir-n Iof R~-~?o, pen,'ing relief 
bv the 29th Pnnzer Gren*rlier Y vision. 

.;t the beginning rf J~~nuc.ry, -. nwr tcnsoness r,rrsti, vrhcn 
various signs pointo,? tn an i?p132Yi?g Allie! lgnling. Cir -nd 
pr!-un,? r;lcennc',isspnce revorle I tr,pps ?n Y ships c sso%ling in the 
rcgirn ~->f "Taplos. Anther in',ic-tir,n -'T'S the, fnct th-t the nf- 
fensivc -!cti ns cf the Allies pg-:inst the Tenth .:r?y ch-ng.: I t- 
strong hcl'in? pttr'cks. .Sincc int>lligonco PS tc i-.h;: 17-L w-l 
pl-c..: (-.f r:n Alli ' 1Rn ?ing r:ps lp9cki::q, propT,r-ti,-,ns fc>r the 
-!ofGnse cf rll the thrc?tcnocl c:-rstr,l sectrs, wl;rc snoe ?.e 1 up. 
Crns?quent>r, th;: Ar?y Grpup ?p!ifi~'. its pl-,n ff-r r&rruping, 
but or'ere' the trpnsfor p,f the 90th Prnzar Grcn? 'ior l)ivisirn 
frrn the c?st crnst tc- tho rogir.n r,f R*-no. Th.2 trpnsfer cf this 
livisicn w,s lelwe ! by cntinuc : British, Eighth Lrs?.y qttccks 

west of Ortow cn L b‘y tr-nspr.rtatirn difficulties in the strum- 
tF:ins due to the :7erther, Ey 15 Jznwry, rxnly hr.lf th; :ivisicn 
hr,d arrive.1 in th(? vicinity cf Rrne. Nunorcus ,difficulties -.7er6 
encruntere,i in relisving the 29th Panzer Grenr:iiar Divisi-?n from 
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Cpssino. The listributim nf the Gormrn f rcc,s in Italy rn 15 
Jrau-ry 1943 is shmn i-n Fdr:p Nc. 3. 

Lt this critic21 st:rgo,, the prepcrctions cf tha g.A,:l.,ricr.n Fifth 
Amy fnr tho offensive r t the &rigli?-.nr River bc;ca.ne m.nifest. 
Since 13 Jmuary, the Allies h>l hem ^bscrvo;l regrr-uping troc,ps 
scuth cf Cr.ssino. Lt first, the intenticns.,;f these xvos :'rere 
net :.pparent. Hcvever, -luring the frllc:ving lir;ys, up until 17 
Jaur.ry, Allicl dr c,ttcicks nt the Gr.riglimo .sact,:r incra:sed, 
mr! the rcgistraticn fire cf newly enpl~.ced bottcrir:s xs :bservc,:l. 
Tho Gernrn connqnd w's nm convincd thst ,E. mjor .:lli;l :ttr.ck A 
the: Gorigli~nu WCS inninsnt. 

I;cccr:Xng tc rsc-&misssnce ripfirts r.t ,;r:v Grnup th'c .;llics 
h 71; amugh fcrces r,t their 'ispos.21 tn "si-mltr:m~ usly I-unch z 
lrn ling rn?. r ne':J nffcnsive. 
cbscrv~ ticn c'f incri:ns:3;J. 

This rssunpti~~n, c,.uplr; ,', +th the 
nr.vrl FLctivity.in the regic:n' f FJ,-plcs, 

sxclu.'e 1 the a'visnbility -f r#c?,>viqq rcsorvcs frc.+ the: rqicmn 
i-f Rrme, in order tn !~p:~si: th:- c:-ning nffmsivc ?t the Gprigli-no. 
Thercfrre, the .:rny Gr+up rr;s~~l.vo~J -I;, !cnuIc rmll sect,rs rf the 
fz--nt nl-,t ianc-Y.~tely thraptonc: 1, cs@ciolly the AX.:-.tic s~~ct~~r, 
r:n'l hrstily tr: tmnsfer thz 31 Pmzm- Gronagicr Dfriaion to th@ 
south. The bulk of the Panzer Division 'Hemann Goring" ms still 
avhilc'.Yle hs EI remrve, rln,^l thus a neckening of the Rone sector 
~0~1.1 be Fvoi4o-l. Origimllg the: Gomnn High Connon- hTL1 orlore- 
tht? latter livis?.on to be trmsfurro:! tc Frcncc on dl Jaitunry, 
:: 3 its rf::pl*ce-lent, tho 71st Division n?s r,n the ,%.*g fron IstriF;. 
This'noul: further stri>ngthcn the southurn fl?nk of th..::Tonth 
Amy, Tlhich until the arrival of 211 thoss units coasi'.ors !. it- 
self Fble to brilge the crisis bv crJ~l5t~ing '11 r!vr.il:.bli; lcrcc?l 
res5rvzs; 

On lE3 J-nurzy 19.44, the expcte 1 offensiv of the Anericnn 
Fifth ,.rny ng?inst tne Gc.rLli-nc. st-rt 1. The :ti:,p,ck:::r -cLine-! 
initinl successes by r snrprisc; 1r.n ting -:f strnnz fzmzc?s mst r;f 
the,muth of this river, In hev.v; fighting cn Fc.brur!r~~ 18 ad. '19, 
the t;llics crosec~l thG lcner Gz riglirno cn 7 15. li: fmnt. It 
r.ppcared th:.-.t the Germ-n frr,n+ ti in the scuth XV:& : coll~psc. The 
bulk cf the Panzer Divisirizl '!Zcr',ril!: G: rim: 11 r,n,l $.l lccol res.>rves 
h?t:l alron5.y bcon cc;.-l:!i.ttc 1 iI? Fctif n, T.il ! tho nrrivr.1' ,.?f thz 3 : 
Panzer Grenadier Liivisi-!!I r:n.: 71st Infrntry Divisinr: c:,ul! nc.t be 
oxpcctoL bafrm ,A Jrauc:ry, New ~:suros hr I tn bo t?kcn in cr Lr 
tc.: prcvmt cn .;ll?e 1 bri?rkthr- ugh, 
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cc c?untemtt;.ck ,-.t the G~~ri~lim~,. it this tin", there xxx cnly 
sxll contingents :f ths 29th m‘ 90th Pc.nzer Grer:lier Divisi'x 
left tr. secure the wrest :lest r'f R:-'~a, r: sect,,r ncrriy 100 nil29 
L-n?, strotchi!lg frr,a Terrrcina thr ugh Gnzic ti Civitnvccchi-. 
<a ' little further ty tht: rcT:r 1aiI the nerly nctivct<; ! 4th Prr>chutc: 
M.visi~-Nn, which h- : nrt beon brru;;ht up t:, strength, x: 'J fen 
tank c.n: mtitank c~~~panies. All these units mre un'.er the lircct 
mntrc.1 ';f the Amy Gr*-up after the 1st P-rF.chute C,-xps hs been 
pkce? un,?er the cc.mcn '. -f the Tenth .;my. 

The c--St%1 scci, r -z:est *f 'Rrnc -3~ s ;;rer.tiy -:rer&enr, '. ;::I: -;y:s 
~ol.i.cm~' uncble 'cc-. effsctivepy resist -n znrhibic,us ;~er2til-n. 
.;cc: r liny t,r. c;stiyptes, rn .;llie : lan Iin;- in this sectc,r ~::,ul? 
brinz the sruthmn front tcl F, s,tate -f ccllapse, since there :xre 
w rsscrves z:v~~il~tle TV n~p~se such -n '-p2rr~ti.or-1. I!!--savor, sixe 
the st,Trt :f the Alli f-:f?.,3sivo at the Gc,rigii-w, n furthtir in- 
tcllirence nbclut prepriApt,i,yns f-r 7 len:inc hr ' bnen ,-St?ino ?, r.n-: 
th:. Gornrn C~nm,nI believe: !hr,t the crisis hr : bmrr avortc 1. 




